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MEETING MANJIRO ENTHUSIASTS IN KOCHI by Matthew C. Perry

Sometimes things just work out perfectly!! My trip to Japan in July 2013 was mainly planned to participate in the Shimane Prefecture
Grassroots Summit sponsored by the John ManjiroWhitfield Commemorative Center for International Exchange, based in Tokyo. The
meetings took place in Matsue City, where I also had my exciting homestay.

Months before my trip I had received an invitation from Dr. Joel Joos inviting me to the University of Kochi to give a lecture on
Commodore Perry.

It sounded exciting so with some manipulation of my travel schedule I added Kochi to my trip as a destination. I had learned previous to
my trip from Hiroko Todoroki that the Manjiro Societies in Kochi Prefecture and other areas would be coincidentally meeting in Kochi
during my visit and members were invited to my lecture.

We then visited the Ryoma Sakamoto Museum, where the Manjiro Society was having their meeting. I was introduced to the members
and was happy to say a few words of greeting and appreciation for the opportunity to meet so many Manjiro Society members.

Overall the visit to Kochi was outstanding and a real pleasure to be able to give a lecture on Commodore Perry in a university setting to
so many outstanding students of Japanese history that are members of the university community and the Manjiro Society.
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R =2 AT A ORBLFE L2,
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LBICE AR BB RNFEL e FNDO AT Va— VO EZ LT OB MEL Tl & ME 124600
ZFEL72,

FABKCD . B O B A, B e o MU A 5K B Y a v T KR & O & TEATE TR X
NDLEDFEZH{AROA T EANPOHE HARDO T A LEBNTWRESNLIEIEVFLZ,

ENHORIHIE Var KR OSHES T O TS ARG L&~ TEEL

FITIHKEADYav HRBHE DT 2 ITRBA SN T EBRVWTELILITH LT EH oL bR R
NONFTER AR LTFE LB VE T,
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